Ballymurphy Sponsored Cycle
In aid of  Co Carlow Branch of the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Ireland
Organized by Tom Doran and friends

The story of the charity cycle began in July of last year 2009 when I was doing some walking to keep healthy as I drive a truck and do a lot of sitting down. The walking was not working out for me as I did not have the time or interest in it. I bought a new hybrid 18 speed bike and started cycling ,knowing that there was a charity cycle coming up in Sept, in aid of Cancer research and cure. It was organised by a good friend of mine, John Lucas from Tullow so I decided to give it a try.
After some early morning and Late evening cycling I began getting more courage to face the coming event. I set off that morning 29th.Sept 2009 from Ferrigcarrig Hotel in Wexford with a bunch of cyclists, 98 in all.  Shortly after passing through Oilgate village in Wexford I learned that I was last on the 50k journey to Tullow. I cycled on, and coming in to Enniscorthy one of the Marshalls pulled up beside me and asked if I was ok or did I need a lift ? 

I said no, with the determination of finishing what I started. At the stop in Ballycarney I was surprised to see a cyclist just there a few minutes before me. That gave me courage to keep going . After the break, when I took to the road again I felt like a new man and was up well with the  bunch of other cyclists. As the journey continued I heard a lot of complaining from other cyclists of the tough cycle and of the tough pull through Bunclody. On entering Bunclody I held my head down and lowered my speeds to the bottom
Halfway up the street of Bunclody cyclists were  passing me like I was stopped. On reaching the top I discovered I was overtaking a good few of them again and this was a tonic for me because I knew we had another tough pull through Kildavin bypass. I got through that as well .
Turning at Clash cross, for Tullow, was something I will never forget as I knew now I had just to cycle on to the finish line. The feeling coming in to Tullow is one I will never forget .One Lady expressed her feelings about the tough cycle. She stated she did not like Tullow but she was never as glad to see anywhere as Tullow that day.
After Some lovely refreshments and chatting to other cyclists I headed for home that evening and the next day I kept saying to myself that there was surely something I could do to model the experience I had witnessed on Sunday last.
Knowing a good few friends and neighbours that have M.S. I decided that if I was going to continue cycling, which I was, it should be made worth while. I decided that if it was possible to run a charity cycle in aid of MS I would give it a try. Later that week when cycling with Andrew Kavanagh of Borris House I mentioned my idea to him and he jumped at it.
He said I could count him in as he has relations who have MS. That got me going and I texted a good few of my friends and neighbours to come to a meeting on Friday night in Coleman’s of Ballymurphy. With their good nature, they all turned out and were willing to support this worthy cause. That made it simple for me. I will never be able to thank all of them enough, for anything that was to be done to make this cycle possible was done, in no small way. Speaking one day to John Kennedy of the Estoria bar and restaurant Bagenalstown about the cycle we were organising He said “I will sponsor ye all the way.” I could not believe his generosity and will not forget him. We decided to run this event on the 3rd January 2010 but much to our diappointment we had to cancel due to the snow and ice.
We set a new date for 21st. March 2010.  A good friend and helper of mine Paddy Kennedy and also cousin of John Kennedy had other things in mind. He and a few of his friends were busy restoring the Saint Patricks Parade in Borris after a number of years absence and we decided to put in a simple float for the day. It consisted of a jeep followed by  few cyclists wearing the MS jerseys. We had a great bit of fun and we got a great response to our cycle which was taking place the following Sunday.
After a busy Saturday,  the day of the Cycle finally arrived . I was up at 6 am. as I could not sleep, hoping everything would go alright.  We erected our tent at 7.30am and then it was a wait for the cyclists to turn up. The Ladies were busy preparing to serve the refreshments in our stop at Brian O Neills in Ballywilliam, another generous gentleman who put his lounge at our disposal. Thanks again Brian. At about 9.45am the crowd was gathering and I could see a very good cycle taking place .Everyone was in great spirits. 
It was the first time a cycle event was taking place in this village and everyone was looking forward to it. Now the hard work was paying off . At 10.15 am I said a few words to the cyclists taking part and we made history with the first charity cycle leaving our rural country village .
It was a beautiful day at this stage after a little mist early that morning.  Cycling towards Borris we took the slip road through Courtnellon to join the road from Carlow to New Ross where we took left, and cycled through lovely picturesque Clashganny then on to Glynn and Drummond taking Left again below Drummond to our well earned stop in Ballywilliam . After a 20 minute break we set off again passing through Rathnure, Kilanne and on to Kiltealy, where we turned left again to finish our cycle.

On arriving back in Ballymurphy, the ladies were again busy making sure everyone was being well looked after and that every cyclist got a medal as a memento of the day.
 All that is left for me to do now is to thank everyone who helped to make this event so successful  and to make it a annual event on the cycling calendar. 
Thanks
Tom Doran  
 
